PROJECT PROFILE
The new J&B Foods at 101 4th Street
East in Park Rapids, Minnesota.

J&B Foods

S

ince 1982, Bob and Jeff Hensel have operated J&B Foods
in Park Rapids, Minnesota. Throughout those years,
Olaf Anderson Construction has been there to help with
numerous remodels, additions and the construction of their
second store in 2001. When J&B Foods decided to consolidate
to a single location in the center of the city, it was only natural
that they once again called upon Olaf Anderson.
Building in the middle of town created some unique
circumstances. The new location encompasses what used to
be several building sites and open lots covering the better part
of two city blocks. Olaf Anderson’s design team, with the help
of the owner and a grocery consultant, created a plan with a
53,800-square-foot building and employee parking lot on one
block and customer parking on the other. The City of Park
Rapids allowed the city street running through the middle of the
site to be narrower than usual, creating a safe crosswalk from the
parking lot to the store.
To meet the parking needs of the thriving grocer, along with
the stormwater retention requirements set by the city, our civil
engineering consultants designed an underground stormwater
retention area under the employee parking lot. This allowed the
project to be built with a smaller footprint than what would
normally be required.
Inside you will find 37,800 square feet of sales area boasting
a deli, bakery, fresh meat department, video rental and
independent pharmacy. A mezzanine area houses all the business

A view of the bakery area inside the new J&B Foods.
offices, with windows overlooking the sales floor.
With the help of Olaf Anderson, J&B Foods has converted
two city blocks into an aesthetically pleasing facility in the heart
of Park Rapids.

Project Facts

• 53,000-square-foot building
• 11-month completion
• Design-build project delivery
• Conventional construction
• Underground stormwater retention
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